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INTRODUCTION  \% 

Four  species  were  added  to  the  Lincolnshire  list  in  1967,  bringing  the  total 
to  301.  These  were  Little  Egret  (1966  record),  Wilson’s  Phalarope  (two  birds), 
Gull-billed  Tern  and  Savi’s  Warbler.  The  last-named  may  have  bred  in  the 
fens  before  their  reclamation,  but  there  is  no  acceptable  record.  These  and 
other  records  of  rarities  have  been  approved  by  the  Rare  Birds  Committee 
and  published  in  British  Birds. 

Three  others  were  recorded  for  only  the  second  time  —  White  Stork  (three 
birds,  the  previous  record  being  in  1832),  Richard’s  Pipit  and  Ortolan.  The 
Roseate  Tern  was  recorded  for  the  fourth,  and  Black  Guillemot  and  Crane  for 
the  fifth  time. 

Other  rarities  noted  were  Sooty  Shearwater  (6),  Spoonbill,  Red-crested 
Pochard,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  Honey  Buzzard,  Osprey  (7),  Hobby,  Red¬ 
footed  Falcon  (3),  Spotted  Crake,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint  (4), 
Pectoral  Sandpiper  (4),  Avocet,  Grey  Phalarope  (4),  Long-tailed  Skua  (3), 
Glaucous  Gull,  Sabine’s  Gull,  Floopoe,  Wryneck,  Bearded  Tit  (17),  Dipper 
(one  British  and  one  showing  characteristics  of  the  nominate  race,  the  Black- 
bellied  Dipper),  Bluethroat  (4),  Icterine  Warbler  (2  —  4),  Barred  Warbler 
(2),  Yellow-browed  Warbler  (3),  Firecrest  (7),  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  (4), 
Great  Grey  Shrike  (4)  and  Red-backed  Shrike  (4). 

Renewed  interest  in  the  Donna  Nook  area  (a  famous  hunting-ground  of 
Caton  Haigh  and  John  Cordeaux)  by  a  group  of  ornithologists  from  north¬ 
east  Lincolnshire  has  yielded  many  interesting  records  and  re-emphasises  the 
value  of  regular  watching  of  a  good  locality.  Its  value  is  enhanced  when  it  is 
one  of  a  series,  as  is  shown  in  the  section  on  coastal  migration  where  observations 
from  Tetney,  Donna  Nook,  Huttoft  Bank  and  Gibraltar  Point  reinforce  each 
other’s  significance. 

A  feature  of  the  1967  breeding  season  was  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of 
Redpolls  all  over  the  county.  In  recent  decades  it  had  been  increasingly  restrict¬ 
ed  to  the  heathlands  of  the  north-west. 

The  large  flocks  of  Pink-footed  Geese  that  in  the  past  have  been  such  a 
conspicuous  feature  on  both  the  Humber  and  the  Wash  appear  to  be  becoming 
a  thing  of  the  past.  There  is  no  diminution  in  the  numbers  wintering  in  Britain, 
but  the  flocks  are  increasingly  remaining  north  of  the  Scottish  border.  A  small 
increase  in  the  number  of  breeding  Kestrels  and  of  sightings  of  Sparrow  Hawks 
(though  none  bred)  is  welcome. 


RINGING  REPORT 

Ringing  Totals 

This  year  it  has  been  possible  to  publish  a  full  list  of  species  ringed  in  the 
county  as  far  as  is  known.  Inevitably  some  ringing  is  done  by  people  living 
outside  the  county  and  it  is  not  possible  to  contact  them  all.  However,  it  is 
thought  that  any  omissions  are  unlikely  to  affect  the  totals  to  any  great  extent. 
Information  was  received  from  those  marked  with  an  asterisk  in  the  list  of 
contributors. 

Many  species  showed  increases  over  the  previous  year,  but  in  particular 
large  numbers  of  finches  were  ringed  especially  at  roosts.  Tree  Sparrows  were 
very  much  in  evidence  on  the  coast  where  over  1,000  were  ringed,  but  numbers 
of  continental  night  migrants  caught  were  below  average.  However  these 
included  a  good  selection  of  rarities. 
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Species 

Total 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

8 

Heron 

36 

Mallard 

12 

Teal 

2 

Shelduck 

5 

Mute  Swan 

11 

Kestrel 

6 

Pheasant 

2 

Water  Rail 

5 

Moorhen 

37 

Coot 

97 

Oystercatcher 

23 

Lapwing 

13 

Ringed  Plover 

13 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

6 

Grey  Plover 

5 

Turnstone 

85 

Snipe 

14 

Curlew 

3 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

2 

Green  Sandpiper 

5 

Common  Sandpiper 

22 

Redshank 

291 

Spotted  Redshank 

1 

Knot 

33 

Little  Stint 

2 

Dunlin 

2,645 

Sanderling 

1 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

3 

Herring  Gull 

10 

Common  Gull 

37 

Black-headed  Gull 

122 

Common  Tern 

58 

Arctic  Tern 

1 

Little  Tern 

7 

Stock  Dove 

6 

Wood  Pigeon 

46 

Turtle  Dove 

6 

Collared  Dove 

7 

Cuckoo 

11 

Barn  Owl 

22 

Little  Owl 

1 

Tawny  Owl 

3 

Long-eared  Owl 

4 

Short-eared  Owl 

1 

Nightjar 

2 

Swift 

193 

Skylark 

16 

Shore  Lark 

7 

Swallow 

2,636 

House  Martin 

88 

Sand  Martin 

2,010 

Carrion  Crow 

3 

Rook 

10 

Jackdaw 

4 

Magpie 

12 

Jay 

9 

Great  Tit 

158 

Blue  Tit 

483 

Coal  Tit 

10 

Marsh  Tit 

7 

Species  Total 

Willow  Tit  72 

Long-tailed  Tit  238 

Treecreeper  32 

Wren  426 

Dipper  1 

Mistle  Thrush  47 

Fieldfare  269 

Song  Thrush  1,309 

Redwing  449 

Blackbird  3,813 

Wheatear  15 

Stonechat  2 

Whinchat  1 7 

Redstart  91 

Black  Redstart  6 

Nightingale  2 

Bluethroat  1 

Robin  482 

Grasshopper  Warbler  49 

Savi’s  Warbler  1 

Reed  Warbler  479 

Sedge  Warbler  568 

Icterine  Warbler  1 

Blackcap  121 

Barred  Warbler  1 

Garden  Warbler  105 

Whitethroat  585 

Lesser  Whitethroat  31 

Willow  Warbler  675 

Chiffchaff  61 

Wood  Warbler  3 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  2 

Goldcrest  545 

Spotted  Flycatcher  83 

Pied  Flycatcher  72 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  2 

Dunnock  1,527 

Meadow  Pipit  56 

Tree  Pipit  2 

Pied  Wagtail  65 

Yellow  Wagtail  1 1 

Red-backed  Shrike  1 

Starling  1,510 

Hawfinch  2 

Greenfinch  1 ,363 

Goldfinch  253 

Siskin  1 

Linnet  933 

Twite  18 

Redpoll  109 

Bullfinch  434 

Crossbill  3 

Chaffinch  588 

Brambling  407 

Yellowhammer  113 

Reed  Bunting  791 

Snow  Bunting  5 

House  Sparrow  2,791 

Tree  Sparrow  1,460 


Total=  32,477  of  120  species. 


Acrocephalus  Warbler  Enquiry 

1967  saw  the  start  of  the  B.T.O.  Acrocephalus  Warbler  Enquiry  in  which 
complete  records  of  ringing,  retraps,  controls,  etc.,  are  recorded  at  registered 
sites.  It  is  intended  that  these  will  be  worked  for  several  years  and  it  is  hoped 


Ringing  Recoveries 
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that  as  many  ringers  as  possible  will  participate.  Several  Lincolnshire  ringers 
are  taking  part  at  sites  of  varying  size  throughout  the  county.  A  combined 
total  of  over  1,000  Reed  and  Sedge  Warblers  were  ringed  in  1967.  It  is  evident 
that  due  to  the  increased  attention  being  paid  to  the  species  throughout  the 
country  the  recovery  rate  will  be  much  better  than  previously.  All  the  recoveries 
are  given  in  full,  except  for  very  local  movements,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  some 
interesting  controls  have  already  resulted  from  the  enquiry. 

SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

Space  does  not  permit  a  complete  list  of  all  recoveries  received.  Where 
possible,  however,  a  summary  is  given  and  the  total  received  is  given  in  brackets 
after  the  name  of  the  species.  All  recoveries  are  being  filed  for  future  reference. 

Key  to  symbols  used 

Age :  pull  —  nestling  or  chick,  not  yet  flying, 
juv  —  young,  able  to  fly  freely, 
ly  —  first  year  of  life, 
ad  —  adult,  at  least  one  year  old. 
pj  —  post  juvenile, 
fg  —  full  grown,  age  uncertain. 

Sex:  $  —  male. 

^  —  female. 

Manner  of  recovery :  v  —  caught  and  released  with  ring. 

4 - shot  or  killed  by  man. 

x  —  found  dead  or  dying. 

(  )  —  caught  alive  and  either  not  released  or  released  without  ring. 

?  —  manner  of  recovery  unknown. 

where  unknown  the  date  of  the  reporting  letter  is  given  in  brackets. 

distances  in  miles  are  given  for  British  recoveries. 

Co-ordinates  of  all  Foreign  recoveries  are  shown. 

TBO  —  Tetney  Bird  Observatory. 

GP  —  Gibraltar  Point. 


Manx  Shearwater  (1) 

pull 

1967 

Skokholm,  Pembs. 

x  (wires) 

6.9.67 

Nocton  (230  miles  ENE). 

Heron  (1) 

pull 

26.5.67 

Willoughby. 

X 

21.12.67 

Market  Weighton,  Yorks.  (50  miles  NW). 

Mallard  (1) 

pull 

3.7.66 

TBO. 

+ 

0.9.67 

Hedersler,  DENMARK  (55.13  N,  9.25  E). 

Slioveler  (2) 

juv$ 

15.8.65 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

+ 

27.3.66 

Val  Boccara,  ITALY  (44.54  N,  12.22  E). 

fg? 

10.3.66 

Deeping  St.  James. 

4- 

6.5.66 

Osa,  USSR  (57.19  N,  55.29  E). 

Tufted  Duck  (1) 

juv  S 

18.11.65 

Deeping  St.  James. 

0 

9.7.66 

Brykalansk,  USSR  (65.28  N,  54.18  E). 

Pochard  (1) 

ad 

17.11.65 

Deeping  St.  James. 

+ 

5.9.66 

Spassk,  USSR  (54.24  N,  40.23  E). 

Date  of  recovery : 
Distances : 
Co-ordinates : 
Abbreviations : 
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Shelduck  (1) 

juv 

27.8.66 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

X 

26.11.66 

Truro,  Cornwall  (280  miles  SW). 

Moorhen  (2) 

juv 

12.11.66 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

+ 

27.11.66 

Chatillon-sur-Seiche,  FRANCE  (48.02,  N,  1.40  W) 

Coot  (1) 

ad 

21.11.65 

Deeping  St.  James. 

+ 

16.10.66 

Vederso,  DENMARK  (56.15  N,  8.12  E). 

Oyster  catcher  (12) 

There  were 

;  three  recoveries  in  NORWAY  in  1966  and  nine  controls 

Norfolk  in  1967  of  birds  ringed  up  to  seven  years  previously. 

Lapwing  (1) 

juv 

9.8.64 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

0 

25.4.67 

nr.  Ostrov,  USSR  (57.27  N,  28.21  E). 

Ringed  Plover  (3) 

ad 

2.9.63 

Holbeach. 

+ 

28.8.66 

Noyelles-sur-Mer,  FRANCE  (50.11  N,  1.43  E). 

Pj 

14.8.66 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

+ 

15.8.67 

Merville,  FRANCE  (49.16  N,  0.12  W). 

Grey  Plover  (6) 

ad 

6.9.63 

Dawsmere. 

+ 

7.6.67 

nr.  Amderma,  USSR  (69.47  N,  61.40  E). 

Other  foreign  recoveries  were  in  FRANCE  (2)  and  DENMARK  (2). 

Snipe  (2) 

There  were 

two  recoveries  in  FRANCE  in  1967. 

Common  Sandpiper 

(2) 

% 

30.8.64 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

+ 

30.8.66 

Sandonville,  FRANCE  (49.29  N,  0.19  E). 

% 

20.8.63 

TBO. 

X 

9.1.67 

Bourbourg,  FRANCE  (50.57  N,  2.12  E). 

Redshank  (9) 

ad 

26.8.60 

Dawsmere. 

+ 

17.1.66 

Carentan,  FRANCE  (49.22  N,  1.08  W). 

juv 

28.8.66 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

+ 

23.10.66 

Foucauld,  MOROCCO  (33.11  N,  7.55  W). 

Knot  (9) 

ad 

3.9.63 

Holbeach. 

+ 

20.6.66 

Egedesminde,  GREENLAND  (68.40  N,  52.40  W). 

ad 

23.1.66 

Benington. 

X 

26.7.66 

Thule,  GREENLAND  (76.30  N,  69.20  W). 

ad 

23.2.64 

Benington. 

V 

22.7.67 

Mikoszewo,  POLAND  (54.21  N,  18.57  E). 

Other  foreign  recoveries  were  in  BELGIUM  and  DENMARK  (2). 
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Dunlin  (65) 

ad  $ 

16.5.67 

Great  Ainov  Island,  USSR  (69.31  N,  31.35  E) 

V 

7.9.67 

Dawsmere. 

juv 

16.10.66 

nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

T 

10.3.67 

Aveiro,  PORTUGAL  (43.38  N,  8.40  W). 

Other  foreign  recoveries  or  controls  of  foreign  ringed  birds  involved  FIN¬ 
LAND  (4),  NORWAY  (3),  SWEDEN  (16),  DENMARK,  GERMANY, 
POLAND  and  FRANCE  (4). 

Curlew  Sandpiper  (1) 

fg  25.10.64  nr.  Sutton  Bridge. 

+  21.8.67  Gorodishche,  USSR  (52.54  N,  35.48  E). 

This  is  the  first  recovery  of  a  British  ringed  Curlew  Sandpiper. 

Common  Gull  (1) 


% 

22.1.66 

Benington. 

i 

~r 

4.9.66 

Silkeborg,  DENMARK  (56.10  N,  9.40  E). 

Black-headed  Gull  (4) 

ly 

20.8.66 

TBO. 

X 

25.12.66 

Coria  del  Rio,  SPAIN  (37.18  N,  6.04  W). 

pull 

19.6.66 

Lake  Engure,  USSR  (57.17  N,  23.07  E). 

X 

19.3.67 

Grimsby. 

Little  Tern  (1) 

pull 

27.6.67 

TBO. 

+ 

4.9.67 

lie  de  Re,  FRANCE  (46.10  N,  1.25  W). 

Collared  Dove  (1) 

pj 

23.4.67 

TBO. 

X 

(13.6.67) 

Stretford,  Lancs.  (90  miles  W). 

Cuckoo  (1) 

pull 

11.6.67 

Gunby. 

4- 

1 

(11.9.67) 

Legnago,  ITALY  (45.12  N,  11.18  E). 

Long-eared 

Owl  (1) 

iy 

28.10.66 

GP. 

X 

8.10.67 

Konnevesi,  FINLAND  (62.32  N,  26.30  E). 

Swift  (8) 

ad 

2.7.61 

Sleaford. 

V 

28.7.66 

Wath-on-Dearne,  Yorks.  (50  miles  NW). 

ad 

4.7.65 

Marston. 

V 

13,7.67 

Hindley,  Lancs.  (85  miles  NW). 

Swallow  (22) 

% 

12.3.66 

Pretoria,  SOUTH  AFRICA  (25.44  S,  28.11  E). 

X 

19.5.66 

Mareham-le-Fen. 

juv 

5.10.66 

Scredington. 

X 

30.1.67 

nr.  Omitara,  S.W.  AFRICA  (22.18  S,  18.01  E). 

juv 

18.8.66 

Ancaster. 

x  ca. 

.  5.7.67 

Chazaouet,  ALGERIA  (35.08  N,  1.50  W). 

juv 

10.9.67 

Lincoln. 

X 

10.11.67 

Nonduermas,  SPAIN  (38.00  N,  1.08  W). 
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Sand  Martin  (172) 

pull  29.7.66  Lincoln. 

v  (colony)  5.6.67  Wicheln,  BELGIUM  (51.00  N,  3.59  E). 

This  is  the  first  evidence  that  British-bred  Sand  Martins  may  subsequently 
nest  abroad. 

Three  other  recoveries  involved  the  CHANNEL  ISLANDS.  There  were 
six  movements  of  over  100  miles  within  England,  but  the  majority  of  recoveries 
were  less  than  50  miles. 

Jackdaw 

iy  1.12.65  Deeping  St.  James. 

(  )  21.5.66  King’s  Lynn,  Norfolk  (38  miles  E). 

Long-tailed  Tit  (8) 

pj  21.10.67  TBO. 

v  25.10.67  GP  (27  miles  SSE). 

Seven  identical  recoveries. 

Fieldfare  (7) 

ad  $  5.1.64  Holbeach. 

?  13.1.66  Raski  Kaval,  JUGOSLAVIA  (44.58  N,  14.03  E). 

fg  19.12.65  TBO. 

+  29.12.66  Barcelonette,  FRANCE  (44.26  N,  5.56  E). 

Apart  from  these  two  examples  of  wintering  much  further  south  and  east  in 
subsequent  years  there  were  three  recoveries  in  FINLAND  and  two  in 
NORWAY. 

Song  Thrush  (13) 

Foreign  recoveries  were  in  NORWAY,  FRANCE  (3),  SPAIN  (2)  and 


PORTUGAL.  Two  of  these  were  ringed  as  nestlings  and  are  given  in  full. 

pull 

31.5.67 

TBO. 

T 

1.12.67 

Mindelo,  PORTUGAL  (41.18  N,  8.42  W). 

pull 

1.5.67 

Skegness. 

T 

19.11.67 

Taillebourg,  FRANCE  (44.27  N,  0.14  E). 

Redwing  (2) 

fg 

28.11.65 

TBO. 

X 

20.8.67 

nr.  Serov,  USSR  (59.38  N,  60.38  E). 

PJ 

1.10.66 

Skegness. 

+ 

26.2.67 

Podensac,  FRANCE  (44.39  N,  0.21  W). 

Blackbird  (35) 

Foreign  recoveries  were  in  SPAIN,  FRANCE  (2),  GERMANY  (2), 
NETHERLANDS,  DENMARK  (2),  NORWAY  (2),  SWEDEN  (4)  and  an 
exceptional  number  in  FINLAND  (8).  One  of  these  is  very  far  north  and  is 
given  in  full. 

ad  12.12.65  TBO. 

?  (24.10.66)  Peltovuoma,  FINLAND  (68.24  N,  24.10  E). 

Redstart  (1) 

ly  $  16.9.67  Huttoft  Bank. 

(  )  21.10.67  Linares,  SPAIN  (38.05  N,  3.38  W). 
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Robin  (8) 

ad 

16.10.66 

(28.11.66) 

ly 

22.12.66 

X 

23.11.67 

ad 

8.8.66 

X 

(10.12.67) 

Reed  Warbler  (6) 

iy 

19.8.66 

V 

9.7.67 

juv 

1.8.67 

V 

22.8.67 

pj 

25.8.66 

V 

8.6.67 

ad 

5.8.64 

31.8.67 

ly 

10.9.67 

X 

(14.11.67) 

ad 

15.7.67 

X 

3.10.67 

This  is  the  most  soutl 

Sedge  Warbler  (4) 

juv 

7.8.65 

V 

3.7.67 

V 

25.4.68 

juv 

19.8.67 

V 

26.8.67 

pj 

5.8.67 

X 

(17.10.67) 

juv 

7.7.66 

X 

(18.4.67) 

Blackcap  (1) 

iy<3 

10.10.65 

+ 

—.2.67 

Whit ethr oat  (5) 

ad  $ 

31.8.66 

T 

1.9.67 

ad$ 

30.6.67 

28.10.67 

Lesser  Whitethroat  ( 

Pj 

7.5.67 

x  ca. 

10.5.67 

Chiffchaff  (1) 

ad 

25.7.67 

+ 

—.8.67 

Goldcrest  (1) 

pj<? 

21.10.67 

V 

25.10.67 

TBO. 


GP. 


Bardney. 

Lincoln  (10  miles  W). 

Lincoln. 

Attenborough,  Notts.  (35  miles  SW). 
Scredington. 

Murston,  Kent  (120  miles  SSE). 

TBO. 

Serpa,  PORTUGAL  (37.56  N,  7.36  W). 
Anderby  Creek. 


Anderby  Creek. 


(26.44  N,  11.41  W). 


Chichester,  Sussex. 

Whisby  G.P.  (165  miles  N). 

Whisby  G.P. 

Anderby  Creek. 

Rochford,  Essex  (115  miles  S). 

Anderby  Creek. 

Elorrio,  SPAIN  (43.07  N,  2.33  W). 
TBO. 

Fougeres,  FRANCE  (48.21  N,  1.12  W). 


TBO. 

Elvas,  PORTUGAL  (38.53  N,  7.10  W). 

GP 

Barzan,  FRANCE  (45.32  N,  0.51  W). 

Lincoln. 

nr.  Braganca.  PORTUGAL  (41.47  N,  6.46  W). 


Anderby  Creek. 

Maltby,  Yorks.  (62  miles  NW). 


Rand  Wood. 

Vina,  SPAIN  (36.41  N,  6.08  W). 


Spurn  Point,  Yorks. 
GP  (35  miles  SSE). 
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Ringing  Recoveries 


Pied  Flycatcher  (1) 

ly  29.8.66  GP. 

+  17.9.67  Braganca,  PORTUGAL  (41.48  N,  6.45  W). 


Meadow  Pipit  (3) 

fg  10.9.63 

x  10.8.67 

pj  25.9.67 

x  20.11.67 


GP 

Coria  del  Rio,  SPAIN  (37.18  N,  6.04  W). 
GP 

Alicante,  SPAIN  (38.21  N,  0.29  W). 


Starling  (21) 

Foreign  recoveries  were  in  FINLAND  (3),  SWEDEN,  POLAND  (2), 
DENMARK,  NETHERLANDS  and  BELGIUM  (2). 


Greenfinch  (8) 

\y  $  3.4.65 

?  14.3.67 


Goldfinch 

juv 

X 


(1) 

20.8.66 

(13.1.67) 


Linnet  (4) 

juv  30.7.66 

?  26.10.67 

ad  $  16.5.65 

(  )  ca.  20.1.67 
ad  £  17.10.64 

x  1.5.66 


Twite  (1) 

fg  $  7.3.65 

v  6.5.67 


Chaffinch  (1) 

ad  $  4.12.66 

x  24.3.67 


Brambling 

ly? 

PJ? 

+ 

lyc? 


(4) 

27.3.67 

15.11.67 

9.4.67 

18.11.67 

30.3.67 

16.10.67 


House  Sparrow  (10) 
ly  c?  2.11.64 

x  11.2.67 

ad  $  28.4.66 

x  19.5.67 


Friskney  Decoy. 

Eastbourne,  Sussex  (160  miles  S). 

TBO. 

Boutiers  St.  Trojan,  FRANCE  (45.43  N,  0.18  W). 


South  Hykeham. 

Segovia,  SPAIN  (41.00  N,  4.10  W). 

GP 

Chinchon,  SPAIN  (40.08  N,  3.26  W). 
Westmalle,  BELGIUM  (51.18  N,  4.41  E). 
Theddlethorpe  St.  Helen. 


GP 

Crowden,  Cheshire  (93  miles  WNW). 


Ancaster. 

Newmunster,  GERMANY  (54.05  N,  9.59  E). 


Nocton  Wood. 

Turnhout,  BELGIUM  (51.19  N,  4.57  E). 
Skellingthorpe. 

Arcugnano,  ITALY  (45.30  N,  11.31  E). 
Nocton  Wood. 

Poucet,  BELGIUM  (50.42  N,  5.07  E). 

GP 

Norwich,  Norfolk  (52  miles  SE). 

Ancaster. 

Lakenheath,  Suffolk  (57  miles  SE). 


Tree  Sparrow  (1) 

pj  8.10.67  GP. 

v  21.10.67  Spurn  Point,  Yorks.  (35  miles  N). 

Other  species  for  which  recoveries  were  received,  but  are  not  given  in  full: 
Canada  Goose,  Kestrel,  Turnstone,  Curlew,  Barn  Owl,  Jay,  Blue  Tit,  Mistle 
Thrush,  Grasshopper  Warbler,  Dunnock,  Pied  Wagtail  and  Bullfinch. 

K.  Atkin. 
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FRISKNEY  DECOY  WOOD  NATURE  RESERVE 
NOTES  ON  BREEDING  —  1967 

Introduction 

Early  nesting  species  —  particularly  Moorhen,  Blackbird  and  Song  Thrush  — 
were  again  subject  to  heavy  predation,  and  it  could  well  be  that  only  about 
10%  of  ‘first’  nests  of  these  species  survived.  This  has  over  the  past  four  years 
become  a  conclusive  feature,  as  after  subsequent  visits  after  initial  nest  location 
very  few  nests  have  not  been  robbed  or  completely  destroyed.  The  obvious 
reason  why  these  early  nests  are  lost  is  insufficient  cover.  Practically  all  the 
early  Blackbird  and  Song  Thrush  nests  are  found  well  down,  say  four  feet  in 
Elder  trees,  and  it  seems  quite  obvious  that  the  bright  turquoise  eggs  of  the 
Song  Thrush  in  particular  do  not  miss  the  marauding  eye  of  the  Jackdaws  of 
which  there  are  a  resident  population  in  the  Reserve.  In  addition  to  predation, 
extreme  cold  caused  desertion  in  some  known  nests. 

Friskney  Decoy  Wood,  being  isolated  and  enhanced  by  a  wide  variety  of 
breeding  habitats,  is  naturally  well  populated  by  breeding  pairs,  and  it  may 
well  be  that  the  territories  for  some  species  are  at  saturation  point  for  its  144 
acres;  indeed,  in  1965  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  considered  this  small 
area  of  woodland  to  hold  more  Robin  pairs  per  acre  than  any  other  of  com¬ 
parable  size  in  the  country,  and  it  is  not  an  uncommon  sight  to  see  fighting  by 
this  species  over  territorial  rights.  Other  species  also  tend  to  colonise  more 
than  I  have  found  elsewhere.  This  is  true  particularly  of  Linnets,  and  during 
the  peak  Linnet  year  of  1964  as  many  as  twenty-five  nests  were  known  in  two 
small  areas  on  the  South  and  South  West  boundaries  of  the  wood,  practically 
all  in  elder  bushes. 

Resident  Species 

The  first  known  nests  were  located  in  the  first  week  of  March,  these  being 
Mistle  Thrush  (2  pairs),  Blackbirds,  Song  Thrush  and  Moorhen.  The  Moorhen 
nesting  attempts  were  numerous  and  at  least  six  different  nests  were  known,  all 
built  by  one,  possibly  two  pairs.  In  the  end  however,  two  good  broods  were 
fledged.  Blackbirds  and  Song  Thrushes,  after  the  already  mentioned  early 
losses,  bred  successfully,  and  by  the  numbers  of  juveniles  caught  for  ringing 
some  good  results  appear  to  have  been  achieved  by  these  two  abundantly 
common  species. 

Robins  (8 — 10  pairs)  appeared  to  fare  reasonably  well,  although  post¬ 
breeding  juveniles  noted  were  not  as  numerous  as  1966.  Dunnock  on  the  other 
hand  had  excellent  success  —  three  nests  under  observation  all  fledged  strong 
broods  —  here  again,  good  numbers  of  juveniles  were  caught,  particularly  in 
June  and  again  in  August. 

Once  again  the  resident  pair  of  Tawny  Owls  bred,  and  the  pair  of  Great 
Spotted  Woodpeckers  was  in  residence  throughout  the  breeding  season.  It 
was  known  that  breeding  was  attempted  but  no  young  were  seen.  Treecreepers 
appeared  to  do  extremely  well  with  several  juveniles  seen. 

Corvidae  was  represented  by  the  first  known  breeding  record  of  Carrion 
Crow  and  the  usual  5  —  6  pairs  of  Jackdaws.  No  Magpies  or  Jays  were  recorded 
during  the  year  and  both  these  species  can  be  regarded  as  rarities  at  Friskney. 
The  Wren  population  retained  its  high  density,  with,  for  the  second  year, 
excellent  results. 

Blue  Tits  were  abundant  with  approximately  10 —  12  breeding  pairs.  In 
the  known  nests  (chiefly  in  nest-boxes)  good  clutch  sizes  were  noted,  although 
by  the  numbers  of  juveniles  seen  in  relation  to  eggs  laid,  some  fairly  heavy 
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mortality  must  have  occurred  during  the  hatching  and  fledging  period  and 
numbers  seen  and  captured  for  ringing  can  be  only  described  as  low. 

Great  Tits  would  seem  to  be  a  problem  species  at  Friskney.  Never  have 
the  numbers  been  high.  During  1964  at  least  four  pairs  were  resident.  During 
the  year  under  review  only  one  pair  can  be  assessed  as  breeding  and  it  may 
well  be  that  this  attempt  proved  unsuccessful.  Coal  Tits  —  first  recorded  at 
Friskney  in  1965  —  were  maintained,  and  at  least  one  pair  bred.  A  new  breed¬ 
ing  species  was  one  pair  of  Long  Tailed  Tits  which  fledged  a  strong  brood  of 
eight  young. 

Goldfinches,  by  far  the  most  common  breeding  finch  in  the  reserve,  showed 
a  slight  increase  over  previous  years  with  around  12  —  15  pairs  present,  but 
due  to  the  majority  of  nests  being  in  the  topmost  branches  of  the  Elders  no 
watch  could  be  kept;  many  juveniles  however  were  seen  and  caught  whilst 
coming  to  drink  in  the  pond  area.  Chaffinches  also  were  resident  in  fair  num¬ 
bers  and  appeared  to  do  reasonably  well.  The  low  breeding  numbers  of  the 
Linnets  was  once  again  apparent  with  a  possible  exception  of  a  slight  increase 
in  the  hedgerow  colony  at  the  Reserve  approach.  Greenfinches  were  very 
poorly  represented  with  possibly  only  one  pair  breeding.  Of  Bullfinches, 
although  observed  on  most  visits,  no  actual  nests  were  known.  It  could  be, 
however,  that  due  to  their  secretive  nature  breeding  could  well  have  been 
overlooked.  One  pair  of  Lesser  Redpolls  was  also  frequenting  the  Reserve 
during  the  spring,  but  a  big  question  mark  must  be  placed  against  this  species, 
although  breeding  was  suspected  of  one  pair  of  Redpools  during  1964. 

Goldcrest  was  most  certainly  present  and  was  recorded  singing  into  April, 
but  no  further  evidence  can  be  established.  Woodpigeons  again  nested  in 
almost  pest  numbers,  with  upwards  of  35  —  40  pairs  breeding.  Control  of  this 
species  was  again  maintained,  but  even  so  this  does  not  appear  to  stem  the 
long  breeding  period.  Flouse  Sparrows  —  with  a  good  high  hedgerow  breeding 
colony  —  and  Tree  Sparrows  were  abundant  and  many  nest  boxes  were 
utilised  by  the  latter  for  breeding. 

Summer  Visitors 

The  spring  migrants  arrived  at  an  average  date  with  the  Chiflfchaffs  the 
forerunners  of  a  reasonable  influx  of  both  Phylloscopi  and  Sylvia  warblers. 
A  pair  of  Redstarts  —  the  first  spring  records  for  the  Reserve  —  did  not,  as 
hoped,  stay  to  breed.  After  a  blank  1966  at  least  four  pairs  of  Willow  Warblers 
bred.  In  addition,  Blackcaps  were  at  their  usual  strength,  and  at  least  two 
pairs  of  Whitethroats  bred. 

Spotted  Flycatchers  were  numerous,  and  a  bird  ringed  at  Friskney  in  1964 
was  recaptured  as  a  breeding  adult.  Cuckoos  were  in  evidence  throughout  the 
season,  and  must  have  found  suitable  deposits  for  eggs,  although  no  young 
were  seen.  At  least  4  —  5  pairs  of  Turtle  Doves  bred,  although  two  known 
nests  proved  unsuccessful  when  desertion  occurred. 

Other  Species 

In  addition  to  the  actual  woodland  breeding  birds,  Pheasants  and  both 
Grey  and  Red-Legged  Partridges  appeared  to  do  reasonably  well  as  several 
good  coveys  of  both  Grey  and  Red-Legged  Partridges  were  seen  many  times. 
Skylarks  were  also  represented  when  4  pairs  bred  on  adjacent  farmland;  the 
majority  of  these  were  in  grassland,  and  some  nests  may  well  have  been  de¬ 
stroyed  during  the  grass-cutting  operations.  Two  pairs  of  Yellowhammers 
had  territories  in  the  high  hedgerow  at  the  Reserve  approach. 
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Summary 

Taking  everything  into  account,  results  for  1967  at  Friskney  Decoy  can  be 
regarded  as  satisfactory,  with  the  balance  of  species  being  maintained  in 
relation  to  nesting  habitat  available  and  a  mid-season  breeding  success  of 
some  60%.  True,  some  species  have  decreased.  Some,  however,  have  definitely 
increased.  So  we  can  assume  that  in  taking  the  balance  as  a  whole  the  breeding 
space  available  has  been  utilised  to  its  best  advantage  without  any  undue 
saturation  occurring. 

The  main  disappointment  is  the  non-use  of  the  extensive  reed-bed  area  in 
the  old  decoy  pond.  It  was  hoped  that  Reed  Warblers  may  colonise  this, 
particularly  after  a  fore-runner  pair  during  1966. 

J.  R.  Marshall. 


MIGRATION  ON  THE  LINCOLNSHIRE  COAST 

March.  Heavy  movements  of  Redwings  occurred  at  Tetney  early  in  the 
month  and  at  Gibraltar  Point,  where  the  passage  also  included  Blackbirds, 
500  Chaffinches  and  90  Lapwings.  Chaffinches  were  also  moving  at  Huttoft 
by  12th  and  a  Peregrine  was  recorded.  Singles  Swallows  were  recorded  at 
Gibraltar  Point  on  14th  and  16th  where  Chaffinches  were  again  flying  south¬ 
west  on  18th  and  19th,  small  numbers  of  Goldcrests  occurred  there  on  22nd 
and  a  Firecrest  was  recorded.  Tetney  had  a  Wheatear  on  23rd  and  Huttoft 
two  Sand  Martins  on  24th.  A  Black  Redstart  was  present  at  Tetney  next  day 
and  by  28th  Huttoft  had  recorded  10  Goldcrests,  ChiffchafF  and  Wheatear. 

April.  A  White  Wagtail  was  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  1st  and  next  day 
300  Golden  Plovers,  two  Greenshanks  and  20  Goldcrests  at  Huttoft.  Gibraltar 
Point  had  received  20  Wheatears  by  9th,  but  only  single  birds  were  present  at 
the  other  stations,  although  by  now  45  Goldcrests  had  arrived  at  Huttoft, 
other  migrants  included  Whimbrel  at  Donna  Nook,  Black  Redstart  and  Willow 
Warbler  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  Stonechat  at  Huttoft.  A  further  increase  in 
Goldcrests  was  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  11th,  where  other  species  of 
interest  were  Ring  Ouzel  and  Sandwich  Terns;  a  Black-bellied  Dipper  was 
trapped  at  Tetney,  where  by  next  day  there  were  more  Goldcrests  and  on  14th 
a  Black  Redstart.  Seventy  Goldcrests  were  present  at  Huttoft  and  Donna 
Nook  by  15th,  but  few  were  recorded  at  the  other  stations,  although  25  Robins 
were  counted  at  Donna  Nook  and  Huttoft.  Other  species  on  15th  were  Swallows 
and  Garden  Warblers  at  Gibraltar  Point;  Swallows,  Sparrowhawk,  Brambling 
and  Slavonian  Grebe  at  Huttoft  and  an  Eider  at  Tetney.  The  16th  produced 
Swallows  at  Tetney,  Yellow  Wagtails  and  Whitethroats  at  Donna  Nook  and  a 
Blacktailed  Godwit  at  Huttoft.  On  22nd  Huttoft  and  Tetney  recorded  Sedge 
Warblers  while  at  Huttoft  there  was  also  Grasshopper  Warblers,  Ring  Ouzel 
and  Yellow  Wagtail  and  a  Cuckoo  at  Gibraltar  Point.  Common  Sandpiper, 
Tree  Pipit  and  two  Tree  Creepers  were  recorded  at  Tetney  on  23rd;  Little 
Terns  and  Ring  Ouzel  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  a  Redstart  and  two  Jack  Snipe 
at  Huttoft.  A  Spotted  Redshank  was  present  at  Tetney  on  25th  and  next  day 
Fieldfares,  House  Martins,  several  Ring  Ouzels  and  nine  Willow  Warblers. 
Linnets  moved  north  at  Donna  Nook  on  28th,  when  other  migrants  included 
Hen  Harrier,  Little  Terns,  Cuckoo  and  two  Grasshopper  Warblers.  Next  day 
Linnets  moved  north  at  Huttoft  and  30  Fieldfares,  Ruff,  six  Grasshopper 
Warblers,  Whitethroat,  10  Yellow  Wagtails  and  a  White  Wagtail  occurred. 
The  month  closed  with  Turtle  Doves  at  Huttoft  and  Tetney,  Linnets  moving 
northwards  at  all  stations,  three  Greylag  Geese  at  Donna  Nook,  Sparrowhawk 
at  Tetney  and  Willow  Warblers  at  Huttoft. 
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May.  The  first  Swifts  appeared  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  2nd  at  Tetney  on  5th 
and  next  day  at  Huttoft.  Four  Black  Terns,  Marsh  Harrier  and  Spotted 
Flycatcher  occurred  at  Tetney  and  at  Donna  Nook  Black  Terns,  Pied  Fly¬ 
catcher  and  a  Whinchat.  There  were  45  Willow  Warblers  at  Huttoft  on  7th, 
when  Turtle  Doves  and  Wheatears  were  present  at  all  stations.  Rarities  included 
a  Hoopoe  at  Gibraltar  Point,  Osprey  at  Huttoft  and  a  Nightjar  at  Tetney  on 
8th.  Gibraltar  Point  and  Huttoft  had  a  passage  of  Whimbrels  on  13th  and  a 
Temminck’s  Stint  and  a  late  Redwing  occurred  at  Tetney  on  loth.  Swifts 
and  Swallows  moved  south  at  Gibraltar  Point,  where  on  19th  and  on  21st 
a  Black  Redstart  and  Firecrest  occurred,  and  Red-backed  Shrike  was  seen  at 
Huttoft.  There  were  three  Avocets  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  25th  and  on  27th  a 
Montagu’s  and  Marsh  Harrier  were  seen,  next  day  a  Bearded  Tit  and  on  31st 
a  Whinchat,  Stonechat  and  Quail. 

June.  Turtle  Doves  were  moving  south  at  Donna  Nook  and  Tetney  on  3rd 
and  next  day  a  Black  Tern  occurred  at  Huttoft.  There  was  a  Black-tailed 
Godwit  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  13th,  a  Black  Redstart  on  14th  and  on  19th  a 
Red-footed  Falcon. 

July.  Large  numbers  of  Sandwich  Terns  were  present  along  the  coast  by  24th. 
Sixty  Whimbrel  were  present  at  Tetney  on  26th.  Many  Swifts  moved  south  at 
Gibraltar  Point  on  28th  and  at  Tetney  migrants  included  four  Garganeys  and 
two  Black  Terns.  More  Swifts  were  moving  south  on  29th  at  both  Huttoft  and 
Gibraltar  Point. 

August.  A  Barred  Warbler  was  recorded  at  Tetney  on  3rd  and  a  sea-watch 
at  Huttoft  on  5th  produced  a  southerly  movement  of  30  Manx  Shearwaters, 
20  Fulmars  and  350  Sandwich  Terns,  while  75  Scoters  and  a  Black  Tern  flew 
northwards.  Kestrels  were  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  Tetney  on  6th  and 
next  day  510  Sandwich  Terns  were  present  at  Donna  Nook  and  a  sea-watch 
at  Gibraltar  Point  recorded  1,500  Sandwich  and  2,500  Common  Arctic  Terns. 
A  small  fall  of  Pied  Flycatchers  occurred  at  Tetney  and  Gibraltar  Point  on 
8th,  there  was  a  further  increase  on  9th  when  nine  Black  Terns  were  present  at 
Tetney,  other  migrants  at  Gibraltar  Point  were  50  Whitethroats,  a  Fieldfare, 
five  Wood  Sandpipers,  Marsh  Harrier  and  a  Kentish  Plover.  An  arrival  of 
30  Phylloscopus  Warblers  and  18  Wheatears  was  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point 
on  17th,  the  influx  was  not,  however,  recorded  at  the  other  stations.  Next  day 
18  Kestrels  and  500  Sandwich  Terns  were  present  at  Huttoft  and  during  a 
sea-watch  10  Manx  Shearwaters,  10  Fulmars,  40  Gannets,  110  Arctic  Skuas, 
a  Black  Tern  and  400  Sandwich  Terns  were  recorded.  Pied  Flycatchers  had 
arrived  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  Tetney  on  23rd.  An  Icterine  Warbler  was  seen 
at  Donna  Nook  on  26th  and  at  Huttoft  four  Redstarts,  three  Garden  Warblers, 
20  Phylloscopus  Warblers  and  several  Pied  Flycatchers  were  recorded.  A  fall  of 
migrants  at  all  stations  on  27th  included  Willow  Warblers,  Garden  Warblers, 
Pied  Flycatchers,  Turtle  Doves,  Whinchats,  Blackcaps,  Lesser  Whitethroats, 
Dunnocks,  a  Chiffchaff,  Willow  Tit,  Grey  Wagtail  and  Red-backed  Shrike. 
Although  several  of  the  stations  were  manned  daily  during  the  last  week  of  the 
month  most  of  the  rarities  were  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  with  a  Sparrow- 
hawk,  Sabine’s  Gull  and  Sooty  Shearwater  on  29th,  Gull-billed  Tern,  three 
Crossbills  and  Red-backed  Shrike  on  30th  and  two  Marsh  Harriers,  Little 
Ringed  Plovers,  Roseate  Tern  and  a  Wryneck  on  31st.  A  Black  Guillemot  was 
recorded  off  Donna  Nook  on  30th. 

September.  An  Icterine  Warbler  was  present  at  Donna  Nook  on  1st  while 
at  Gibraltar  Point  migrants  included  Long-eared  Owl,  two  Willow  Tits  and 
18  Phylloscopus  Warblers.  The  number  of  Wheatears  at  that  station  had  increased 
to  50  by  3rd  and  a  Pomarine  Skua  was  present  at  LIuttoft,  and  next  day  a 
Crane  was  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point.  On  7th  a  sea-watch  at  Huttoft  produced 
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four  Manx  Shearwaters,  241  Arctic  Skuas,  a  Pomarine  Skua,  nine  Great 
Skuas  and  1,000  Sandwich  Terns.  Hirudines  were  moving  South  at  both 
Gibraltar  Point  and  Huttoft  on  9th,  when  other  migrants  included  an  Icterine 
Warbler  at  Donna  Nook,  Pied  Flycatchers,  Tawny  Owl,  and  another  2  Willow 
Tits  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  at  Huttoft  Pied  Flycatchers  and  Tree  Pipits. 

The  tables  on  the  following  page  show  the  numbers  of  the  commoner 
migrants  recorded  during  the  period  10th  to  the  19th  September. 

Rareties  seen  during  this  period  were  on  10th,  Icterine  Warbler  at  Donna 
Nook;  12th,  a  Bluethroat  at  Gibraltar  Point;  and  a  Long-tailed  Skua  at 
Huttoft;  13th,  Wryneck  and  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  at  Huttoft;  14th,  two 
Sooty  Shearwaters  and  a  Peregrine  at  Gibraltar  Point;  16th,  Red-breasted 
Flycatcher  and  Crossbill  at  Gibraltar  Point;  Red-breasted  Flycatcher  and 
Yellow-browed  Warbler  at  Huttoft;  18th,  Black  Redstart,  Barred  Warbler, 
one  or  two  Red-breasted  Flycatchers,  and  two  Bluethroats  at  Donna  Nook; 
19th,  Bluethroat,  Red-backed  Shrike,  and  Barred  Warbler  at  Donna  Nook. 
Other  migrants  recorded  during  10th  to  the  19th  were  Meadow  Pipits  moving 
over  Huttoft  and  Gibraltar  Point  on  most  days,  Hirudines  were  moving  south 
at  most  stations  on  11th,  and  at  all  stations  on  20th.  Four  hundred  Golden 
Plover,  a  Snow  Bunting  and  three  Bramblings  were  seen  at  Huttoft  on  16th, 
whilst  Donna  Nook  had  a  Snow  Bunting  on  17th.  Little  Stints  were  recorded 
at  both  Gibraltar  Point  and  Donna  Nook  on  several  days  whilst  the  later 
station  recorded  a  Wood  Sandpiper  on  18th  and  eight  Curlew  Sandpipers  on 
19th,  when  500  Lapwings  were  seen  moving  S.E.  at  Gibraltar  Point.  Sea-birds 
included  good  numbers  of  Gannets  at  both  Donna  Nook  and  Huttoft,  and  on 
12th  Huttoft  recorded  another  heavy  Skua  passage  with  116  Arctic,  and  a 
Pomarine.  September  continued  with  Swallows  and  Lapwings  moving  south 
west  at  Huttoft  and  Gibraltar  Point;  and  a  Yellow-browed  Warbler  was  seen 
near  Tetney.  Twenty  Fieldfares  were  present  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  23rd,  when 
40  Redpolls  moved  south.  Redpolls  were  also  moving  south  at  Huttoft  and  a 
party  of  eight  Siskins  were  seen.  A  sea-watch  at  Donna  Nook  produced  a 
Pomarine  Skua  and  two  Little  Gulls,  and  all  stations  recorded  Meadow  Pipits 
moving  south.  A  further  20  Redpolls  moved  south  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  24th, 
when  Tetney  recorded  1 1  Ruffs  and  Donna  Nook  a  Pectoral  Sandpiper. 
Swallows  and  Meadow  Pipits  were  moving  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  25th  and  at 
Donna  Nook  two  Pomarine  Skuas,  a  Little  Gull,  three  Puffins  and  42  Gannets 
moved  south  out  to  sea;  a  Corncrake  was  recorded  at  Huttoft.  Linnets,  Mea¬ 
dow  Pipits  and  Swallows  were  moving  south  at  Pluttoff’on  29th.  September 
ended  with  Fieldfares,  Redstarts,  the  first  Twite,  and  an  Osprey  at  Gibraltar 
Point,  while  Tetney  recorded  a  Honey  Buzzard. 

October.  Forty  Redpolls  moved  south  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  1st  and  a  small 
fall  of  night  migrants  included  Wheatears,  Redstarts,  Whinchat  and  Pied  and 
Spotted  Flycatchers;  Donna  Nook  recorded  a  small  fall  of  Redwings.  Four 
hundred  House  Sparrows  moved  south  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  2nd  and  a  Lap- 
land  Bunting  was  seen.  The  first  Pink-feet  of  the  autumn  were  seen  at  Gibraltar 
Point  on  4th,  Donna  Nook  received  an  increase  of  Song  Thrushes  and  Gold- 
crests,  three  Little  Stints  were  recorded  and  13  Barnacle  Geese  were  present  on 
5th.  Skylarks  were  moving  south  on  6th  at  Donna  Nook,  where  a  Hen  Harrier 
and  13  Little  Stints  occurred.  Two  Manx  Shearwaters,  Long-tailed  Skua, 
Great  Skua,  and  Long-tailed  Duck  were  recorded  on  a  sea-watch  at  Huttoft  on 
7th;  a  Long-tailed  Duck  was  also  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point.  There  was  a  heavy 
movement  of  Hirudines  when  6,000  Swallows  and  1,600  House  Martins 
moved  south;  other  arrivals  included  two  Ring  Ouzels,  40  Goldcrests  and 
two  Brent  Geese.  At  Gibraltar  Point  on  8th  there  were  200  Goldcrests,  nine 
Little  Stints,  a  Great  Skua,  two  Coal  Tits,  Red-footed  Falcon  and  two  Grey 
Phalaropes.  A  Spotted  Crake  was  present  at  Huttoft.  Two  hundred  Brent 
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GIBRALTAR  POINT 


Dates 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Fieldfare 

Redwing 

7 

1 

2 

3 

Wheatear 

3 

10 

10 

20 

40 

6 

14 

3 

8 

20 

Whinchat 

6 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

Redstart 

7 

3 

3 

5 

9 

4 

6 

12 

1 

Blackcap 

1 

1 

2 

Garden  Warbler 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Phylloscopus 

8 

4 

3 

10 

9 

3 

1 

3 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Pied  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

HUTTOFT  BANK 


Dates 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Fieldfare 

60 

6 

Redwing 

15 

8 

Wheatear 

8 

10 

5 

6 

Whinchat 

2 

6 

12 

4 

Redstart 

1 

10 

25 

30 

10 

Blackcap 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Garden  Warbler 

2 

2 

12 

3 

4 

Phylloscopus 

4 

2 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Pied  Flycatcher 

1 

13 

2 

6 

1 

DONNA  NOOK 


Dates 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Fieldfare 

1 

9 

1 

Redwing 

1 

Wheatear 

2 

7 

4 

6 

7 

40 

20 

Whinchat 

2 

5 

9 

2 

3 

5 

2 

4mm 

Redstart 

1 

10 

12 

5 

10 

25 

10 

Blackcap 

1 

Garden  Warbler 

4 

4 

1 

4 

3 

Phylloscopus 

3 

8 

15 

3 

10 

6 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

1 

1 

Pied  Flycatcher 

4 

2 

5 

12 

4 

TETNEY 


Dates 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Fieldfare 

Redwing 

1 

Wheatear 

2 

4 

6 

9 

3 

8 

Whinchat 

6 

30 

1 

13 

Redstart 

1 

2 

7 

1 

10 

Blackcap 

1 

Garden  Warbler 

1 

Phylloscopus 

1 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

1 

Pied  Flycatcher 

1 

2 

4 
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Geese,  Ring  Ouzel  and  Great  Grey  Shrike  were  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point 
on  9th  and  on  12th  nine  Wheatears,  Hen  Harrier  and  a  Redstart;  20  Goldcrests 
were  recorded  at  Donna  Nook,  and  on  14th  a  Swift,  Ring  Ouzel  and  20  Gold- 
crests.  A  Glaucous  Gull  was  recorded  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  15th  and  on  17th 
Fieldfares  were  moving  south.  The  19th  saw  the  first  Shore  Larks  at  Gibraltar 
Point,  while  on  20th  160  Goldcrests  were  recorded  and  a  Siskin,  12  Redpolls 
and  70  Chaffinches  moved  south.  Finches  and  Sparrows  were  moving  at  most 
stations  on  21st  and  an  influx  of  Wrens  was  noted  at  all  stations.  Other  species 
seen  on  this  date  included  160  Goldcrests  at  Gibraltar  Point,  but  only  small 
numbers  were  seen  at  Huttoft  and  Donna  Nook;  two  Jack  Snipe  and  a  Swift 
were  seen  at  Donna  Nook,  and  at  Huttoft  Scaup,  Grey  Lag  Goose,  two  Long¬ 
tailed  Ducks  and  a  Yellow  Browed  Warbler.  Other  migrants  seen  on  22nd 
included  Whimbrel,  two  Swifts,  Ring  Ouzel  and  three  Blackcaps  at  Huttoft, 
and  a  Black  Tern  at  Tetney,  while  at  Gibraltar  Point  twelve  Blackcaps,  Great 
Skua,  Green  Woodpecker,  and  Willow  Tit  were  recorded.  Skylarks  and 
Finches  were  moving  south  over  Gibraltar  Point  on  23rd,  and  a  Ring  Ouzel 
and  Stonechat  were  present.  An  influx  of  Redwings  was  noted  at  Tetney  on 
24th  and  a  Stonechat  and  an  Ortolan  Bunting  were  seen;  at  Gibraltar  Point 
700  Skylarks,  500  Goldfinches  and  600  Tree  Sparrows  moved  south  and  80 
Goldcrests  and  a  late  Whitethroat  were  present  on  the  Reserve.  Twite  had 
increased  to  900  on  25th  at  Gibraltar  Point,  when  a  Black  Redstart  and  Long¬ 
tailed  Tits  were  seen.  Goldcrests  had  sharply  decreased  at  Gibraltar  Point  on 
26th,  but  three  Stonechats  and  two  Hen  Harriers  were  seen.  There  was  little 
at  Huttoft  on  27th  although  at  Gibraltar  Point  5,000  Wood  Pigeons,  60  Collared 
Doves,  25  Redpolls  and  300  Sparrows  moved  south  and  23  Long-tailed  Tits 
were  seen.  At  Huttoft  150  Fieldfares  came  in  off  the  sea,  a  Pomarine  Skua  was 
recorded  and  good  numbers  of  finches  were  seen  in  the  bushes.  Gibraltar 
Point  recorded  300  Skylarks,  400  Fieldfares  and  1 7  Redpolls  all  of  which  moved 
south.  A  sea-watch  at  Donna  Nook  on  29th  produced  1 1  Great  and  a  Pomarine 
Skua,  83  Sandwich  Terns  and  a  small  number  of  Comic  Terns;  a  few  Yellow 
Wagtails  were  present  in  the  area.  Huttoft  and  Gibraltar  Point  both  recorded 
a  small  influx  of  Blackbirds,  and  finches  were  moving  south.  Other  species 
seen  on  this  date  included  three  Great  Skuas  at  Gibraltar  Point,  18  Ruff  at 
Tetney  and  two  Lapland  Buntings,  a  Swift  and  a  Richard’s  Pipit  at  Huttoft. 
This  station  recorded  two  Swifts  on  30th  and  Wood  Pigeons  were  moving 
southwest  at  Gibraltar  Point. 

November.  Two  Waxwings  were  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  1st,  whilst  at 
Huttoft  on  3rd  Spotted  Redshank,  Long-tailed  Duck,  Shag  and  a  Blackcap  were 
recorded.  A  heavy  movement  off  the  sea  took  place  at  this  station  on  4th 
including  500  Fieldfares,  1,000  Redwings,  800  Starlings,  and  a  Ring  Ouzel; 
500  Teal  moved  south  and  40  Robins  and  numbers  of  Blackbirds  and  other 
thrushes  were  present.  Tetney  recorded  two  Woodcocks  and  150  Redwings 
on  5th,  while  at  Gibraltar  Point  three  Great  Skuas,  15  Goldcrests,  150  Bramb- 
lings,  a  Swallow,  Waxwing  and  Sparrow  Hawk  occurred.  1,500  Lapwings 
were  moving  south  at  this  station  on  6th,  when  a  Black  Redstart,  Swallow  and 
two  Velvet  Scoters  were  recorded;  on  7th  2,000  Woodpigeons  flew  south.  A 
Swallow  and  two  Bearded  Tits  were  present  at  Huttoft  on  8th,  and  six  Red¬ 
breasted  Mergansers  were  seen  at  Donna  Nook  on  10th.  The  11th  produced  a 
House  Martin  and  1,000  Golden  Plover  at  Huttoft,  and  at  Gibraltar  Point 
several  Swallows,  1,000  Fieldfares  and  a  Blackcap.  Fieldfares  had  increased  to 
5,000  at  Gibraltar  Point  on  12th,  when  three  Sand  Martins,  seven  Swallows, 
a  Blackcap,  Stonechat  and  Waxwing  were  seen.  At  Huttoft  a  Blackcap  and  a 
Lapland  Bunting  occurred.  A  Great-northern  Diver,  Velvet  Scoter  and  nine 
Short-eared  Owls  were  at  Tetney  on  15th,  and  the  following  day  three  Jays 
were  seen  at  Gibraltar  Point.  j.  y.  Cooper. 
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GENERAL  BIRD  REPORT 

The  conventions  adopted  in  previous  reports  are  repeated:  i.e .,  1952  B.O.U. 
Checklist  order  with  numbers  in  that  list  as  references;  where  a  number  is  not 
shown  this  indicates  that  a  species  has  been  added  to  the  British  List  since 
1951;  all  records  are  to  be  taken  as  of  a  single  bird  unless  otherwise  stated; 
GP  —  Gibraltar  Point;  H-W  Ref  —  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge;  S.F.  —  Sewage 
Farm;  G.P.  —  Gravel  Pit;  S-T  Res  —  Saltfleetby-Theddlethorpe  Reserve; 
BPBO  —  Bardney  Ponds  Bird  Observatory;  GBG  —  Cambridge  Bird  Club 
(report  obtainable,  price  5/-,  from  G.  M.  S.  Easy,  ‘Braemar’,  Landbeach  Road, 
Milton,  Cambridge).  Where  a  record  has  been  received  from  the  Cambridge 
Bird  Club  this  is  indicated  by  (CBC)  following  it. 

In  addition  to  those  species  in  the  list  the  following  occurred  in  the  county 
in  1967  (breeding  species  in  italic) : 

Canada  Goose,  Mute  Swan ,  Red-legged  Partridge,  Partridge ,  Pheasa?it,  Moorhen, 
Coot,  Greenshank,  Herring  Gull,  Common  Gull,  Black-headed  Gull,  Stock  Dove, 
Wood  Pigeon ,  Turtle  Dove,  Little  Owl ,  Tawny  Owl,  Skylark,  Sand  Martin ,  Rook , 
Jackdaw,  Magpie,  Great  Tit,  Blue  Tit ,  Long-tailed  Tit,  Wren,  Mistle  Thrush , 
Song  Thrush,  Blackbird,  Nightingale,  Robin,  Reed  Warbler,  Sedge  Warbler,  Garden 
Warbler,  Whitethroat,  Willow  Warbler,  Chiffchaff,  Spotted  Flycatcher,  Pied  Flycatcher, 
Dunnock ,  Meadow  Pipit,  Tree  Pipit,  Rock  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail,  Starling,  Greenfinch , 
Goldfinch ,  Linnet,  Twite,  Bullfinch,  Chaffinch,  Brambling,  Yellowhammer,  Corn 
Bunting,  Reed  Bunting,  House  Sparrow,  Tree  Sparrow. 

—  Diver  sp,  Huttoft  Bank,  singles  late  Aug.  to  Nov. 

1.  Black-throated  Diver.  GP,  Feb.  2nd. 

2.  Great  Northern  Diver.  North  Coates,  Feb.  18th  and  Nov.  15th.  Donna 
Nook,  2,  Jan.  2nd  and  single  Oct.  7th.  GP,  Jan.  22nd.  Inland:  Cuxwold,  dead, 
Jan.  Inland  records  are  exceedingly  rare. 

4.  Red-throated  Diver.  Numerous  coastal  records  Jan.,  Feb.,  Oct.  and  Dec. 
max:  Donna  Nook,  15,  Feb.  19th;  GP,  10,  Feb.  4th. 

5.  Great  Crested  Grebe.  An  increase  to  7  breeding  pairs  at  Whisbv  G.P. 

GP. 

6.  Red-necked  Grebe.  Tetney,  2,  Oct.  21st. 

7.  Slavonian  Grebe.  Anderby,  Apl.  15th.  BPBO,  Aug.  24th. 

8.  Black-necked  Grebe.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  20th. 

9.  Little  Grebe.  A  marked  increase  in  breeding  pairs;  up  to  5  pairs  at 
Huttoft  and  Whisby  G.P. 

16.  Manx  Shearwater.  North  Coates,  3  flew  south,  Sept.  9th.  Donna 
Nook,  9  flew  south,  July  8th  and  10  on  Sept.  4th.  Huttoft  Bank,  mainly  southerly 
movements  Aug.  5th  —  Oct.  7th,  usually  small  numbers,  but  30,  Aug.  5th. 
Skegness,  2,  Sept.  9th.  GP,  5,  Sept.  14th;  Oct.  1st  and  8th.  Inland:  Stainton 
Wood,  Langworth,  an  exhausted  bird,  early  Sept.  Nocton,  dead,  Sept.  6th. 

21.  Sooty  Shearwater.  Skegness,  2,  Sept.  9th.  GP,  Aug.  30th;  Sept.  9th  and 
2,  Sept.  14th.  An  unusual  number  of  records  for  one  year. 

26.  Fulmar.  North  Coates,  dead,  Feb.  4th  and  June  27th.  Donna  Nook, 
June  17th;  4,  Aug.  2nd;  6,  Sept.  1st.  Huttoft  Bank,  dead,  Apl.  15th;  singles, 
May  13th  and  July  29th;  small  numbers,  Aug.  to  Sept.  12th.  GP,  June  1st; 
singles  Aug.  30th  to  Sept.  14th. 

27.  Garnaet.  Autumn  coastal  passage,  mid  Aug.  to  Oct.  Max:  Donna  Nook, 

52,  Sept.  2nd.  Huttoft  Bank,  86,  Sept.  12th.  GP. 
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28.  Cormorant.  Most  records  from  Cleethorpes  sewage  outlet  where  1 7, 

Mar.  23rd  and  11,  Sept.  20th.  Donna  Nook,  max:  6,  Oct.  5th.  Inland:  Lincoln, 
Nov.  1st.  GP. 

29.  Shag.  Huttoft  Bank,  6,  Oct.  22nd;  Nov.  3rd.  GP,  Mar.  26th  and  on  four 
dates,  Oct.  to  Dec. 

30.  Heron.  Breeding  pairs:  Muckton,  10.  Willoughby,  49.  Wharton,  4. 

Hag  Wood,  28.  Newball,  17.  Troy  Wood,  59.  Evedon,  3.  Deeping  St.  James, 
35.  G.P. 

32.  Little  Egret.  Kirton/Frampton,  July  23rd.  1966  (CBC).  The  first  county 
record  (see  British  Birds,  Vol.  61,  p.  361). 

38.  Bittern.  Barton-on-Humber,  at  least  two  pairs  thought  to  have  bred. 

40.  White  Stork.  Marshchapel,  3,  May  21st  (HM,  CLO).  The  second 
county  record,  the  previous  being  at  Marshchapel  in  1832.  fSee  British  Birds , 
Vol.  61,  p.  335). 

42.  Spoonbill.  Tetney  Haven,  May  10th  to  12th. 

45.  Mallard.  H-W  Ref  max :  6,400,  Jan.  1st.  GP. 

46.  Teal.  Breeding  recorded  at  Baston  Fen  N.R.  and  Newball.  GP. 

47.  Garganey.  Tetney,  4,  July  28th;  Aug.  26th  and  27th.  Donna  Nook,  4, 
July  13th.  Huttoft  Pit,  May  13th.  Brocklesby,  Sept.  19th.  Grantham  S.F., 
Aug.  13th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  13th. 

49.  Gadwall.  Goxhill,  Apl.  26th.  Tetney,  3,  July  21st.  Huttoft  Pit,  2,  Jan. 
and  Feb.;  singles  June  and  Sept.  Whisby  G.P.,  2,  May  19th;  Sept.  26th. 
Grantham  S.F.,  Sept.  20th. 

50.  Wigeon.  Winter  max:  H-W  Ref.  2,850,  Jan.  1st.  GP,  400,  Dec.  17th. 
Huttoft  Pit,  a  male  and  two  females  present  throughout  the  summer. 

52.  Pintail.  Small  numbers,  Jan.  to  Apl.  and  Aug.  to  Nov.  at  nine  sites. 

Max.  H-W  Ref.  9,  Nov.  13th.  ^  GP. 

53.  Shoveler.  Five  pairs  bred,  Pywipe/Skellingthorpe  Marsh. 

54.  Red-crested  Pochard.  Sleaford  Pit,  Dec.  10th. 

55.  Scaup.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  2nd;  Sept.  25th.  Croxby  Pond,  2,  Oct.  15th. 
Huttoft  Pit,  May  12th;  May  21st;  singles  Oct.  and  Nov.  Chapel  Pit,  Mar. 
2nd.  GP,  up  to  13,  Jan.;  singles,  Sept,  to  Nov. 

56.  Tufted  Duck.  Breeding  pairs:  Huttoft  Pit,  1.  BPBO,  3.  Burton  G.P.,  5. 
Whisby  G.P.,  2.  Baston  Fen  N.R.,  2.  Innes  Pit,  North  Hykeham. 

57.  Pochard.  Breeding  only  recorded  at  Huttoft  Pit  (1  pair)  and  Burton 
G.P.  (3  pairs).  Winter  and  Autumn  max:  Huttoft  Pit,  63,  Mar.  3rd.  Killingholme, 
70,  Aug.  2nd. 

60.  Goldeneye.  Late  autumn  and  winter  records  from  North  Coates,  Donna 
Nook,  Cleethorpes,  Huttoft  Bank,  Chapel  Pit,  GP,  Barlings  Pits,  Innes  Pit, 
North  Hvkeham,  Holbeach,  Witham  Mouth.  Spring:  Kirkby-on-Bain,  Apl. 
23rd. 

61.  Long-tailed  Duck.  Small  numbers  along  the  coast,  Oct.  7th  to  Nov. 
11th.  Mainly  singles  but,  Huttoft,  2,  Oct.  21st  to  Nov.  11th.  GP,  3,  Oct.  to 
early  Nov. 

62.  Velvet  Scoter.  North  Coates,  5,  Feb.  25th  and  26th;  4,  Mar.  4th; 
Oct.  27th  and  Nov.  15th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Feb.  13th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Sept.  10th. 
GP,  Jan.  2nd;  Sept.  3rd;  2,  Nov.  6th. 

64.  Scoter.  Donna  Nook,  spasmodic  northerly  movement,  July  29th  to  early 
Oct.  GP. 
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67.  Eider.  North  Coates,  Apl.  15th  and  Oct.  27th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  July 
22nd  and  Aug.  8th;  3,  Nov.  4th.  GP,  19  in  Feb.;  56,  Mar.  5th.  Small  numbers, 
Sept,  to  Oct.  Boston  Point,  3,  Mar.  19th  and  2,  Nov.  12th. 

69.  Red-breasted  Merganser.  Numerous  records  from  Tetney,  Donna 
Nook,  Huttoft  Bank,  GP,  R.  Nene  estuary,  mainly  autumn  and  winter  max: 
Donna  Nook,  6,  Nov.  10th. 

70.  Goosander.  Donna  Nook,  4  flew  north,  Dec.  13th. 

73.  Sheld  Duck.  Inland  records:  Brocklesby,  Jan.  26th;  a  pair,  Apl.  20th. 
Brigg,  4  young,  July  29th.  BPBO.  5,  Aug.  6th.  Whisby  G.P.,  2,  Apl.  16th. 

GP. 

75.  Grey  Lag  Goose.  Donna  Nook,  3,  Apl.  30th.  Huttoft  Pit,  up  to  3,  Oct. 
Kirkby-on-Bain,  2,  Apl.  23.  Deeping  G.P.,  May  21st. 

76.  White-fronted  Goose.  Boston,  23  flew  north-east,  Jan.  25th. 

78b.  Pink-footed  Goose.  H-W  Ref.,  25,  Sept.  19th;  build-up  from  Oct.  4th 
to  peak  of  3,000,  Oct.  30th.  The  decline  in  the  Wash  flocks  continues,  GP, 
max:  250,  Nov.  20th.  Holbeach,  50,  Oct.  22nd. 

80.  Brent  Goose.  North  Coates/Grainthorpe  Haven,  up  to  74,  Jan.  22nd 
to  Mar.  4th.  Donna  Nook,  5,  Nov.  24th  GP,  50,  Jan.  7th;  up  to  200  in  Oct. 
Leake/Leverton,  3,500,  Nov.  12th.  Boston  Point,  1,000,  Dec.  17th. 

81.  Barnacle  Goose.  Donna  Nook,  13,  Oct.  5th. 

85.  Whooper  Swan.  Barton-on-Humber,  4,  Feb.  2nd  to  Mar.  4th;  3,  Nov. 
24th;  Dec.  16th.  Tetney,  3,  Jan.  22nd.  GP,  3,  Nov.  4th. 

86.  Bewick’s  Swan.  Barton-on-Humber,  2,  Dec.  16th.  Barrow  Haven,  16, 
Feb.  18th.  North  Coates,  7,  Jan.  22nd.  Donna  Nook,  7,  Dec.  13th.  GP,  Oct. 
14th;  7,  Dec.  9th;  15  flew  south,  Dec.  10th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  6,  Feb.  18th. 

91.  Buzzard.  Flixborough  Warren,  Mar.  5th.  Silk  Willoughby,  Nov.  26th. 
GP,  May  17th.  Swanpool,  Lincoln,  July  3rd. 

92.  Rough-legged  Buzzard.  Ancaster,  Oct.  1st,  1966.  Two  found  dying, 
Skegness,  Jan.  13th  and  Wainfleet,  Mar.  14th,  both  birds  contained  large 
residues  of  deheldrin  in  the  liver  to  which  death  was  attributed.  (See  British 
Birds ,  Vol.  61). 

93.  Sparrow  Hawk.  No  breeding  records  but  reported  from  18  locations 
winter  and  early  spring. 

98.  Honey  Buzzard.  Tetney,  one  flew  south,  Sept.  30th.  The  first  county 
record  since  1955. 

99.  Marsh  Harrier.  Tetney,  May  6th/7th.  Grainthorpe,  May  10th.  Skegness, 
Sept.  1st.  GP,  a  female,  end  of  May  to  mid  June;  singles  Aug. 

100.  Hen  Harrier.  Numerous  winter  records  of  single  birds  from  Tetney, 
Donna  Nook,  GP,  Irby,  Stapleford,  Leake/Leverton,  Wisbech  S.F.  Spring: 
Donna  Nook,  Apl.  28th. 

102.  Montagu’s  Harrier.  GP,  a  female,  May  to  early  June  and  Aug.  13th; 
a  male,  July  13th.  Wainfleet  Marsh,  June  4th;  July  and  early  Aug. 

103.  Osprey.  May  records  of  singles  from  Huttoft  Bank,  Croxby  Pond, 
Tothill  Wood  (dead)  and  Wainfleet.  An  oiled  bird  at  Brocklesby  on  May  8th 
was  later  handed  over  to  the  R.S.P.B.  in  Scotland  by  Reg  May.  Cockerington, 
Aug.  29th.  GP,  Sept.  30th. 

104.  Hobby.  Lincoln,  dead,  June  14th. 

105.  Peregrine.  Chapel  Marsh,  Mar.  12th.  GP,  Sept.  14th.  Wainfleet,  Apl. 
5th. 
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107.  Merlin.  Donna  Nook.  Nov.  18th. 

108.  Red-footed  Falcon.  Cuxwould,  dead,  May  22nd  (RM,  KR).  Skegness, 
June  19th  (BS,  RBW).  GP,  Oct.  8th —  14th  (CIB,  HC).  An  unprecedented 
number  of  records  of  this  rare  falcon.  (See  British  Birds,  Vol.  61,  p.  338). 

110.  Kestrel.  At  least  10  pairs  bred.  Autumn  coastal  passage,  Aug.  and  Oct. 

GP. 

117.  Quail.  S-T  Res,  Sept.  19th.  Limber,  May  25th.  GP,  May  31st. 

119.  Crane.  GP,  Sept.  4th.  (See  British  Birds ,  Vol.  61,  p.  339).  The  5th  County 
record. 

120.  Water  Rail.  Winter  records  from  Swallow,  Tetney,  S-T  Res,  Huttoft 
Bank,  Swanpool,  Lincoln,  Idle  Stop,  Whisby  G.P.,  Wisbech  S.F. 

121.  Spotted  Crake.  Chapel  Marsh,  Oct.  8th.  GP,  Jan.  15th. 

125.  Corncrake.  Chapel  Point,  Sept.  25th. 

131.  Oystercatcher.  Pairs  bred  at  Frampton,  Boston  Point  and  Wisbech 
S.F.  Coastal  max:  Tetney,  400,  Jan. /Feb.;  200,  July  29th.  Donna  Nook,  900, 
Sept.  19th.  GP,  7,000,  Jan.  29th;  1,500,  mid.  Aug.;  10,000,  Sept.  6th.  Inla?id 
records:  Legsby,  Nov.  3rd.  Pywipe  Marsh,  Lincoln,  2,  Aug.  8th. 

133.  Lapwing.  Autumn  coastal  passage,  Tetney,  Sept.  22nd  to  Oct.  11th 
and  Oct.  21st  to  Nov.  11th.  GP,  max:  5,000  flew  north-west,  Oct.  11th. 

134.  Ringed  Plover.  Breeding  records:  Huttoft  Bank,  2  pairs.  GP,  27  pairs. 
Inland  breeding:  Central  Lines.,  1  — 2,  pairs;  Wisbech  S.F.,  1  pair.  Inland  pas¬ 
sage:  BPBO,  16,  Sept.  24th.  Whisby  G.P.,  June  4th  to  11th;  Aug.  7th.  Grantham 
S.F.,  7,  Aug.  6th;  6,  Aug.  13th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  max:  140,  Aug.;  30,  Oct. 
Coastal  passage:  Tetney,  50  —  190,  daily,  Apl.  18th  to  May  16th. 

135.  Little  Ringed  Plover.  Eight  pairs  present  at  6  sites  during  the  breeding 
season,  but  of  these  only  3  successfully  reared  young.  Autumn  passage  late 
July  to  early  Sept.  Max:  Brigg,  6,  July  29th.  BPBO,  8,  Aug.  11th.  GP,  2,  Aug. 
31st.  Grantham  S.F.,  Aug.  6th. 

136.  Kentish  Plover.  GP,  Aug.  9th. 

139.  Grey  Plover.  Inland:  Grantham  S.F.,  9,  July  9th.  Wisbech  S.F., 

Sept.  30th;  Oct.  16th.  GP. 

140.  Golden  Plover.  Heavy  passage  to  south-east  first  week  Jan.  Thousands 

moving  across  R.  Humber  towards  North  Coates,  Jan.  8th.  Tetney,  800, 
Jan.  1st.  GP. 

143.  Turnstone.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  small  numbers  May  to  Oct.  Max: 
22,  Aug.  Coastal  max:  Tetney,  30,  Feb.  25th  and  Aug.  12th.  GP,  80,  Aug. 

145.  Snipe.  Breeding  records  from  Whisby  G.P.  and  Skellingthorpe.  GP. 

147.  Jack  Snipe.  Autumn  and  winter  records  from  Tetney,  Donna  Nook, 
S-T  Res.,  Huttoft  Bank,  GP,  Burton  G.P.,  Innes  Pit,  Whisby  G.P.,  Oasby, 
Sutton  Bridge,  Wisbech  S.F.  max:  12,  Oct. 

148.  Woodcock.  Breeding  pairs  recorded  at  Haugham,  Newball,  Rand, 

Skellingthorpe,  Hartsholme.  GP. 

150.  Curlew.  Breeding  records:  West  Rasen,  1  pair.  Normanby-by-Spital,  3 
pairs.  Coastal  max:  GP,  1,000,  Aug.  4th. 

151.  Whimbrel.  Coastal  passage :  late  Apl.  to  May  and  mid  July  to  early  Oct. 
Inland:  S.  Elkington,  2,  flying  south,  Aug.  2nd.  Limber,  2,  Aug.  8th.  BPBO,  2, 
Aug.  20th.  Whisby  G.P.,  3,  Aug.  31st.  Wisbech  S.F.,  passage,  late  July  to 
Sept,  max :  13,  Aug.  Winter :  GP,  Dec.  17th.  December  records  are  very  unusual. 
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154.  Black-tailed  Godwit.  Barrow  Haven,  July  9th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Apl  16th 
and  23rd.  Grainthorpe,  July  16th.  GP,  2,  June  3rd  and  13th;  Aug.  24th. 
BPBO,  2,  July  9th.  Burton  G.P.,  Apl.  29th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  present  July  to 
Sept,  max:  18,  July. 

155.  Bar-tailed  Godwit.  GP,  max:  3,000,  Aug.  29th  to  Sept.  6th.  Inland: 
Wisbech  S.F.,  12,  May  4th.  Aug.  9th —  11th. 

156.  Green  Sandpiper.  Winter:  Grantham  S.F.,  Jan.  and  Feb.  Coastal  and 

inland  passage :  Spring,  Apl.  22nd  to  May  24th.  Autumn,  June  30th  to  early 
Sept.  Max:  Grantham  S.F.,  30,  Aug.  13th.  GP. 

157.  Wood  Sandpiper.  No  spring  records.  Autumn ,  small  numbers,  Tetney, 
Donna  Nook,  GP,  Wisbech  S.F.,  mainly  Aug.  and  Sept,  max:  GP,  5,  Aug.  9th. 

159.  Common  Sandpiper.  Wisbech  S.F.,  an  unusual  peak  of  65  during 
Aug.  GP. 

161.  Redshank.  Three  pairs  bred  Whisby  G.P.  GP. 

162.  Spotted  Redshank.  Spring:  Tetney,  Apl.  25th  and  4,  Apl.  29th.  GP, 
June  1st.  Autumn:  Small  numbers  coastal  and  inland  late  June  to  early  Oct. 
Max:  Wisbech  S.F.,  17,  July.  Winter:  Holbeach  Marsh,  Feb.  2nd. 

169.  Knot.  Coastal  max:  Tetney,  10,000,  Feb.  25th;  scarce  in  autumn.  GP, 
2,500,  Jan.  19th.;  3,000,  Sept.  Inland:  Whisby  G.P.,  Apl.  16th.  Wisbech  S.F., 
Aug.  11th  to  15th;  Sept.  24th. 

171.  Little  Stint.  Small  numbers  late  July  to  late  Oct.  at  Tetney,  Donna 
Nook,  GP,  BPBO,  Grantham  S.F.,  and  Wisbech  S.F.,  where  75 —  100  were 
present  from  Sept.  16th  to  25th. 

173.  Temminck’s  Stint.  Tetney,  May  18th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  24th;  2, 
Sept.  24th. 

176.  Pectoral  Sandpiper.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  24th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  3, 
Aug.  10th  to  24th. 

178.  Dunlin.  Coastal  max:  Cleethorpes,  650,  Apl.  5th.  Tetney,  5,500,  Feb. 

11th.  Donna  Nook,  5,000,  Oct.  29th.  GP,  1,000,  Mar.  26th  and  Aug.  29th. 
Inland :  Spring,  small  numbers,  late  Apl.  to  mid  May  at  the  usual  sites,  where 
fewer  than  previous  years  during  the  autumn  with  exception  of  Wisbech  S.F. 
Max:  600,  Oct.  28th  and  900,  Nov.  GP. 

179.  Curlew  Sandpiper.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  18th  —  Oct.  14th,  Max:  8, 
Sept.  19th,  GP,  Aug.  23rd;  Sept.  25th;  Oct.  8th.  Holbeach,  Oct.  22nd.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  Aug.  13th  to  Nov.  3rd.  Max:  40,  Sept.  20th  to  27th. 

180.  Semipalmated  Sandpiper  (correction) :  The  record  published  in  the 
1966  report  should  read  as  follows:  Nov.  12th  —  end  Dec.;  trapped  Nov.  13th. 
(See  British  Birds ,  Vol.  61,  p.  362). 

181.  Sanderling.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  8th;  3,  Sept.  22nd.  BPBO, 

May  9th.  GP. 

184.  Ruff.  Winter:  Grainthorpe  Haven,  Feb.  26th.  Spring:  Tetney,  2,  Apl. 
27th.  Wainfleet,  Mar.  18th.  Autumn  passage:  mid  July  to  early  Oct.  Max :  Tetney, 
11,  Sept.  24th.  GP,  5,  Sept.  4th.  BPBO,  30,  July  27th.  Lincoln  S.F.,  8,  Aug. 
13th.  Grantham  S.F.,  30,  Sept.  2nd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  200,  July  21st. 

185.  Avocet.  GP,  3,  May  25th;  May  29th. 

187.  Grey  Phalarope.  GP,  2,  Oct.  8th.  Holbeach,  Oct.  29th.  Wisbech  S.F., 
Oct.  15th  to  22nd.  The  first  records  since  1961. 

188.  Red-necked  Phalarope.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  27th  to  Aug.  7th  and  a 
second  bird  Aug.  28th  to  Sept.  2nd. 
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[ — ].  Wilson’s  Phalarope.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  28th.  2,  Sept.  29th  to  mid 
Oct.  One  was  still  present  on  Nov.  2nd.  The  first  county  record  of  this  Ameri¬ 
can  species.  (See  British  Birds ,  Vol.  61,  p.  343). 

189.  Stone  Curlew.  GP,  Dec.  A  late  record. 

193.  Arctic  Skua.  Coastal  passage:  main  autumn  passage  Aug.  to  early  Sept. 
Max:  Donna  Nook,  52,  Sept.  1st  (2  flew  inland,  Aug.  15th).  Huttoft  Bank, 
241  flew  south,  Sept.  7th.  GP,  30,  Aug.  31st. 

194.  Great  Skua.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  19th;  Oct.  11th;  11,  Oct.  29th;  5, 
Nov.  12th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Aug.  27th;  2,  Aug.  28th;  9,  Sept.  7th,  Oct.  7th.  GP, 
up  to  3,  Sept,  to  early  Oct. 

195.  Pomarine  Skua.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  23rd;  2,  Sept.  25th;  3,  Oct.  11th; 
Oct.  29th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Sept.  3rd;  Sept.  7th;  2,  Sept.  9th;  Sept.  12th;  Oct. 
28th.  Skegness,  Sept.  17th. 

196.  Long-tailed  Skua.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  28th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Sept.  12th 
and  Oct.  7th. 

—  Gulls  sp.  Apex  G.P.,  North  Hykeham,  roost  10  —  15,000,  Dec. 

198.  Great  Black-backed  Gull.  Max:  Tetney,  3,000,  Sept.  5th.  Donna 
Nook,  4,500,  Sept.  22nd.  GP,  3,000,  flew  south,  Oct.  29th. 

199.  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull.  Inland:  Whisby  G.P.,  ca  250  summered. 

Coastal:  Huttoft  Bank,  small  arrival  of  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the 
Scandinavian  race  L.f.fuscus  during  second  half  Oct.  GP. 

202.  Glaucous  Gull.  Tetney,  Feb.  25th.  GP,  Oct.  15th. 

207.  Little  Gull.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Sept.  23rd;  Sept.  25th.  Huttoft  Bank, 
Sept.  9th.  GP,  Nov.  26th;  Dec.  31st.  Burgh-le-Marsh,  2,  Apl.  21st  and  several 
dates  until  June  13th,  presumably  the  same  birds  were  present  at  Seacroft 
during  July.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  8th  to  23rd. 

209.  Sabine’s  Gull.  GP,  Aug.  29th. 

211.  Kittiwake.  Coastal  max:  Tetney,  up  to  4,  July.  Donna  Nook,  100, 
July  8th  to  Aug.  5th.  Huttoft  Bank,  40,  July  29th.  GP,  a  single  Apl.  11th; 
400,  July  15th.  Inland:  Apex  G.P.,  North  Hykeham,  dead,  May  2nd. 

212.  Black  Tern.  Spring:  small  numbers,  mainly  singles,  first  week  May  and 
early  June,  Tetney  (4,  May  6th).  Donna  Nook,  Limber,  Huttoft  Bank  (6, 
May  7th).  GP,  Frampton  Marsh,  Boston,  BPBO,  Hartsholme  G.P.,  Skelling- 
thorpe  Marsh,  Burgh-le-Marsh.  Wisbech  S.F.  Autumn:  Tetney,  2,  July  28th; 
Aug.  6th;  9,  Aug.  9th;  a  late  record  on  Oct.  22nd.  Huttoft  Bank,  Aug.  5th; 
Aug.  19th;  4,  Sept.  12th.  GP,  2,  Aug.  31st.  BPBO,  11th  to  30th  Aug.  Skelling- 
thorpe  Marsh,  Sept.  10th.  Boston,  Sept.  23rd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  19th  to 
Oct.  8th,  peak  numbers  Sept,  when  26  flew  south  on  4th. 

215.  Gull-billed  Tern.  GP,  Aug.  30th.  The  first  county  record.  (See  British 
Birds ,  Vol.  61,  p.  345).  (MLC,  DE).  GP. 

217.  Common  Tern.  Breeding  pairs:  Hartsholme  G.P.,  10.  Whisby  G.P.,  1. 
Burton  G.P.,  a  pair  summered.  Frampton  Marsh,  50  —  75. 

219.  Roseate  Tern.  GP,  Aug.  31st. 

222.  Little  Tern.  Only  20  pairs  known  to  have  attempted  to  breed  on  the 

Lincolnshire  coast.  GP. 

223.  Sandwich  Tern.  Coastal:  autumn  max.  North  Coates,  320,  July  26th. 
Donna  Nook,  510,  Aug.  7th.  Huttoft  Bank,  1,500,  Sept.  12th.  GP,  1,500, 
Aug.  7th.  Inland:  Whisby  G.P.,  2,  Sept.  24th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  12th. 


70 


General  Report 


224.  Razorbill.  Donna  Nook,  3,  July  29th;  10,  Aug.  2nd  and  14  on  5th. 
GP,  Jan.  7th;  Aug.  2nd  and  31st. 

226.  Little  Auk.  Skegness,  injured,  Nov.  4th. 

227.  Guillemot.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  30th;  Sept.  17th  and  24th.  Huttoft  Bank, 
dead,  Apl.  29th  and  May  13th;  singles  Aug.  and  Sept.  GP,  singles  on  four  dates 
Aug.  to  Dec. 

229.  Black  Guillemot.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  30th.  The  fifth  county  record. 

230.  Puffin.  North  Coates,  Oct.  27th.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Sept.  24th  and  3, 
25th;  Oct.  11th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Sept.  9th. 

Collared  Dove.  Breeding  recorded  in  three  new  areas  —  Burton  Stather, 
Wintringham,  Louth.  A  single  Bleasby,  Nov.  26th.  GP,  140  flew  south,  Oct. 
5th. 

241.  Barn  Owl.  Huttoft  Bank,  a  tired  bird  on  Nov.  12th  may  have  been  a 
migrant. 

248.  Long-eared  Owl.  Bred  at  five  sites  in  north  and  central  Lines. 

249.  Short-eared  Owl.  GP,  a  pair  raised  five  young.  Winter  records  from 
14th  locations.  Donna  Nook,  four  found  dead  throughout  the  year. 

252.  Nightjar.  Present  during  the  breeding  season  at  Linwood  Warren  N.R. 
(1  pair).  Norton  Disney  (3  pairs).  Coastal  passage:  Cleethorpes,  May  8th.  GP, 
May  27th. 

255.  Swift.  Extreme  dates,  Apl.  31st  and  Oct.  30th  there  were  several  Oct. 
records.  GP,  10,000  flew  S.W.,  July  13th. 

258.  Kingfisher.  Only  one  spring  record  at  Edenham,  Apl.  1st.  Numerous 
records,  late  autumn  and  winter  from  Barton-on-Humber,  Anderby  Creek, 
Biscathorpe,  Surfleet,  Sleaford,  Spalding. 

261.  Hoopoe.  GP,  May  7th. 

262.  Green  Woodpecker.  Coastal:  GP,  Oct.  22nd.  Numerous  records 
throughout  the  year  but  breeding  only  reported  from  Kirkby-on-Bain,  Wood- 
hall  Spa  and  Hartsholme,  Lincoln. 

263.  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Recorded  from  several  sites  but  breeding 
not  proved, 

264.  Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.  Linwood  Warren  N.R.  June  23rd. 

265.  Wryneck.  Huttoft  Bank,  Sept.  13th.  GP,  Aug.  31st. 

273.  Shorelark.  Donna  Nook,  50,  Jan.  8th,  decreasing  to  28  by  Feb.  2nd; 
16,  Nov.  23rd  and  36  by  30th.  GP,  Max:  48,  Feb.  2nd. 

274.  Swallow.  Extreme  dates,  Mar.  14th  and  Nov.  12th.  GP. 

276.  House  Martin.  Extreme  dates,  Apl.  30th  and  Nov.  1 1th.  Coastal  passage: 
GP,  1,600,  Oct.  7th.  Huttoft  Bank,  250,  Sept.  20th. 

280.  Carrion  Crow.  Coastal  passage:  Huttoft  Bank,  40  flew  south,  Oct.  21st 
to  22nd. 

281.  Hooded  Crow.  Inland:  Melton  Ross,  Feb.  17th.  Bluestone  Heath,  3, 

Feb.  5th.  GP. 

286.  Jay.  Coastal:  GP,  Oct.  8th,  23rd  and  24th;  Nov.  11th;  3,  Nov.  16th. 

290.  Coal  Tit.  Coastal:  Tetney,  Aug.  25th. 

292.  Marsh  Tit.  Coastal:  GP,  Aug.  20th;  Oct.  1st. 

293.  Willow  Tit.  Coastal:  Huttoft  Bank,  singles  Aug.  and  Sept.  GP,  singles 
Aug.  to  Oct.  Max:  5,  Aug.  31st. 
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295.  Bearded  Tit.  Tetney,  2,  Mar.  4th  and  5th.  Huttoft  Pits,  2,  Nov.  8th. 
GP,  one  flew  south  May  30th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  12,  Oct.  21st. 

298.  Tree  Creeper.  Coastal:  Tetney,  2,  Apl.  23rd.  Anderby  Creek,  Sept.  1st. 

300.  Dipper.  Humberston,  a  bird  showing  characteristics  of  the  nominate 
race,  the  Black-bellied  Dipper  C.c.  cinclus,  Apl.  11th  to  15th  and  trapped,  Apl. 
13th.  A  dipper  of  the  British  race  C.c.  oularis  or  C.c .  hibernicus ,  River  Lud. 
Mar.  8th. 

302.  Fieldfare.  Spring  emigration,  Tetney,  large  easterly  movement  night  of 
26th/27th  Apl.  Autumn,  main  arrivals  late  Sept,  to  mid  Aug.  Summer  records: 
Huttoft  Bank,  29th  July.  GP. 

304.  Redwing.  Heavy  eastward  emigration  during  nights  4th  to  21st  Mar. 
Main  autumn  arrivals  from  18th  Sept.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  65,  21st  Oct.  Hut¬ 
toft  Bank,  1,000.  came  in  from  sea,  4th  Nov.  GP,  400,  18th  Dec.  Late  records: 
Skegness,  13th  May. 

307.  Ring  Ouzel.  Spring:  Doddington,  22nd  Apl.  Riseholme  Park,  27th 
Apl.  (Inland  records  are  rare).  Up  to  3  on  the  coast  from  Cleethorpes  to  GP, 
late  Apl.  to  early  May.  Autumn:  Coastal  records  from  mid  Sept,  to  early  Nov. 
fewer  than  1966,  however. 

311.  Wheatear.  Autumn  coastal  passage,  mid  Aug.  to  late  Sept.  Birds 
showing  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race,  0.  o.  leucorrhea ,  Cleethorpes, 
20th  May;  Skegness.  7th  May.  GP,  May  and  5  days  in  Oct. 

317.  Stonechat.  Huttoft  Bank,  9th  Apl.  GP,  31st  May.  Late  autumn  and 
winter  records  from  Tetney,  Donna  Nook,  S-T  Res.,  Huttoft  Bank,  GP.  Mainly 
singles,  but  4,  Donna  Nook,  Nov.  and  3,  Huttoft  Bank  and  GP,  during  Oct. 

318.  Whinchat.  Coastal  passage:  singles  early  and  late  May.  Autumn,  small 

numbers  end  of  July  to  first  week  Oct.  A  pair  bred  Normanby.  GP. 

320.  Redstart.  Coastal  passage :  singles  Apl.  19th  to  mid  May.  Autumn,  main 

passage  late  Aug.  to  Sept.,  only  small  numbers  involved.  Breeding  recorded 
at  Linwood  Warren  N.R.  GP. 

321.  Black  Redstart.  More  numerous  than  for  many  years.  Spring:  records 
of  singles  Mar.  25th  to  June  14th  from  Cleethorpes,  Tetney  and  GP.  Autumn: 
Donna  Nook,  Sept.  18th.  GP,  Oct.  25th  and  on  three  dates  Nov.  16th  to  26th. 

324.  Bluethroat.  Donna  Nook,  2,  Sept.  18th  and  a  single  on  19th.  GP, 
Sept.  12th. 

327.  Grasshopper  Warbler.  A  total  of  ca.  100  singing  males  recorded  at 
20  sites  during  the  breeding  season.  GP. 

329.  Savi’s  Warbler.  Lincoln,  May  9th  to  11th  and  was  trapped  on  10th 
(PP).  Although  the  species  may  have  bred  in  Lincolnshire  prior  to  the  drainage 
of  the  fens  this  is  the  first  substantiated  county  record.  (See  British  Birds ,  Vol. 
61,  p.  350). 

340.  Icterine  Warbler.  Donna  Nook,  Aug.  28th  and  Sept.  1st,  9th  and  10th. 

343.  Blackcap.  Winter:  Limber,  Dec.  12th  to  25th.  Market  Rasen,  Dec. 

14th  had  died  by  next  day.  GP. 

344.  Barred  Warbler.  Tetney,  Aug.  4th.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  18th  and  19th. 

348.  Lesser  Whitethroat.  More  breeding  records  than  for  many  years. 
Louth,  Newball  (8  pairs)  Rand  (2  pairs).  Hartsholme,  Skellingthorpe.  GP. 

357.  Wood  Warbler.  GP,  Aug.  28th.  Friskney  Decoy,  Aug.  8th,  19th  and 
23rd. 
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360.  Yellow-browed  Warbler.  North  Coates,  Sept.  22nd.  Anderby  Creek. 
Sept.  16th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Oct.  21st. 

364.  Goldcrest.  Autumn  passage :  max.  GP,  200,  Oct.  8th. 

365.  Firecrest.  Cleethorpes,  Apl.  26th.  Normanby  Park,  2,  Nov.  24th. 
Skegness,  May  20th.  GP,  Mar.  22nd  and  May  21st.  Lincoln,  the  bird  first 
recorded  Dec.  18th,  1966  was  last  seen  Feb.  4th. 

370.  Red-breasted  Flycatcher.  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  18th.  Huttoft  Pits, 
Sept.  13th.  Huttoft  Bank,  Sept.  16th.  GP,  Sept.  16th. 

374.  Richard’s  Pipit.  Huttoft  Bank  golf  course,  Oct.  29th  to  Nov.  11th 
(KA,  JC,  RM,  SB,  DR).  Only  the  2nd  record  for  the  county.  (See  British 
Birds ,  Vol.  61,  p.  353). 

380.  Pied  Wagtail.  Birds  of  the  nominate  race,  M.  a.  alba ,  the  White  Wagtail. 
Tetney,  singles  on  four  dates,  Apl.  10th  to  19th;  Aug.  27th.  Huttoft,  Apl.  29th 
and  30th.  GP,  Apl.  1st  and  May  2nd.  Kirkby-on-Bain  Apl.  23rd. 

381.  Grey  Wagtail.  GP,  2,  May  16th;  Aug.  27th.  Horncastle,  Jan.  Nettleham. 
Nov.  18th.  Bardney,  Dec.  17th. 

382.  Yellow  Wagtail.  West  Common,  Lincoln,  a  male  of  the  blue-headed 

race,  July  3rd.  GP. 

383.  Waxwing.  Scartho,  Dec.  13th.  Barrow  Haven,  4,  Nov.  7th.  Weelsby 
Woods,  5,  Dec.  11th.  Louth,  2,  Jan.  12th.  Newball,  2,  Nov.  30th.  Rand,  Dec. 
6th.  GP,  1  —  2,  Nov.  1st  to  Dec.  9th.  Spalding,  Dec.  2nd. 

384.  Great  Grey  Shrike.  Healing,  Feb.  4th.  Willoughby,  Feb.  15th.  Rand, 
Dec.  19th  to  23rd.  GP,  Oct.  11th  to  Nov.  5th. 

388.  Red-backed  Shrike.  North  Coates,  May  16th.  Donna  Nook,  Sept. 
19th.  Anderby  Creek,  May  21st.  GP,  Aug.  27th  and  30th. 

391.  Hawfinch.  Newball,  2,  Mar.  9th.  Heydour  Warren,  up  to  2,  Jan.  14th 
to  Feb.  11th. 

394.  Siskin.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  14th  and  28th.  Huttoft,  small  numbers  Oct. 
GP,  Jan.  14th  and  22nd;  Sept.  25th;  4,  Oct.  10th  to  22nd;  3,  Dec.  24th. 
Inland  winter  records :  Swanpool,  Lincoln,  25,  Jan.  15th.  Llartsholme,  Lincoln, 
30,  Jan.  Burton  Low  Fields,  12,  Nov.  Linwood  Warren  N.R.,  Nov.  19th. 
Market  Deeping,  20,  Jan.  28th  to  Feb.  25th. 

397.  Redpoll.  Tremendous  increase  in  numbers  during  the  breeding  season 
from  all  parts  of  the  county,  but  nests  only  reported  from  Tetney,  Laughton 
Forest  and  Newball.  Birds  of  the  nominate  race,  C.f  flammea,  S-T  Res.,  Oct. 
15th  and  Burton  G.P.,  Mar.  12th.  GP. 

404.  Crossbill.  GP,  2,  Aug.  17th;  3,  Aug.  30th;  Aug.  31st;  Sept.  16th. 
Flixborough  Warren,  5,  Jan.  28th.  Friskney  Decoy,  2,  June  17th;  July  9th. 

416.  Ortolan  Bunting.  Tetney,  a  male,  Oct.  24th.  The  second  county  record. 

422.  Lapland  Bunting.  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  28th.  Huttoft,  2,  Oct.  29th; 
Nov.  12th.  GP,  Jan.  15th;  Oct.  2nd;  5,  Nov.  28th.  Wainfleet  Marsh,  3,  Dec. 
16th. 

423.  Snow  Bunting.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  350,  Nov.  18th.  GP,  320,  Jan.  1st; 
200,  Dec.  10th.  Wainfleet  Marsh,  160,  Dec.  16th. 
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Ringing  Report). 

OBITUARY 

ANDREW  SYKES 

By  the  death  of  Andrew  Sykes  at  his  home  in  Skegness  on  26th 
February,  1968  at  the  age  of  only  19,  Ornithology  lost  one  of  its 
youngest,  and  most  capable  and  enthusiastic  characters.  Andrew’s 
hobby  of  bird  watching  developed  early  and  in  this  his  home  at 
Skegness  and  the  proximity  of  Gibraltar  Point,  where  he  later  played 
an  important  part  in  observation  and  ringing  work,  were  ideal.  Birds 
became  the  driving  force  of  his  life  —  observing,  drawing  and  sketch¬ 
ing  them,  writing  about  them;  above  all,  perhaps,  was  his  dedication 
in  caring  for  the  sick  and  injured  birds  in  the  ‘hospital'  which  he 
established  at  his  home  for  which  he  won  wide  recognition. 

The  courage  and  fortitude  with  which  he  endured  his  long  and 
painful  illness  will  not  be  forgotten  by  his  many  friends  who  shared 
his  companship  on  many  happy  occasions.  Suddenly  a  life  of  great 
promise  was  ended ;  a  life  of  much  achievement  and  one  to  serve  as  an 
example  for  others  who  care  to  take  up  the  work  which  Andrew 
started. 
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